Observation Summary – Discourse Matthew 5-7 

and Paragraph Level Matthew 5:43-48
Discourse Level


I am considering the discourse level of this passage as Matthew, chapters 5-7.  This is considered the Sermon on the Mount.  The very first section of this text is the beatitudes.  In 5:10-12 it states, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of their righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  For the third time, the idea of righteousness occurs.  Is this a comparison to the other two?  Does “theirs is the kingdom of heaven” and “sons of the Father in Heaven” mean the same thing?  And then the idea of persecution is raised again.  Is this a comparison to that in verse 45?  Also, they speak of a reward in heaven, and in verse 46 there is a mentioning of a reward.  Are these comparisons, or somehow linking the same concept?  It then goes on to talk about being salt of the earth and light of the world.  It states to let your light shine so that people will see you good deeds.  However, in the very first passage following the 5:43-48, it states, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them?”  WHAT THE HECK!  The Bible even refers that passage, 6:1, back to 5:16, even though they are complete opposites.  What is the speaker saying?  Are we to do good deeds to be seen or to not be seen?  There is also section on prayer, which is another question I asked in verse 44.  In 6:12 and 14-15 it talks about the Heavenly Father forgiving us, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Is this a direct comparison to how to pray for those who persecute you?  If you forgive others, do you enter the kingdom of heaven, and vice versa?  The speaker then rattles of a list of “not to do’s.”  Are these just more things they must not do in order to be perfect?  But then, the speaker offers a statement that seems to wrap everything up by saying, “In everything, do to others what you would have tem do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”  Is this what it means to love your enemies, or does it mean something else?  And finally, in the second to last sentence of this text, I receive the answer to my question concerning who the author is.  I now know that it is Jesus!
Paragraph Level


I considered Matthew 5:17-48 the Paragraph Level for this scripture.  This section of scripture answers several of the questions asked in the Sentence Level, but also arouses other questions to be asked.  The first sentence, verse 17, answers the question formed from verse 44 when I asked why there was a change in laws (for lack of a better term), from loving your neighbors and hating your enemies to loving your enemies and praying for those who persecute you.  It answers it by saying, “I have not come to abolish [the Law], but to fulfill [the Law].”  It also answers my question when I asked if we were to still love our neighbors too when it states, “not the smallest letter…will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  So, from these two points, I understand that ‘Love your neighbors and hate your enemies’ is the Law, and that the speaker, whoever he or she is still, does not mean to completely get rid of the Law, but to fulfill it.  I asked a question, referring to verse 4 5, about whether or not you had to love your enemies in order to be a son of the Father in Heaven.  There are a few statements made in verses 19 and 20 that assist in answering this question, but still raise a rather theoretical question.  First, it states that if anyone breaks the Law in any way he will be called the least in the kingdom of heaven, and if you practice and teach the Law then you will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  The former of these leads us to believe that you do not necessarily have to always love your enemies in order to be a son of the Heavenly Father.  However, in verse 20, the speaker states, “unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  This is quite abstract in my mind, but I believe I understand what it is saying.  For those that do not choose the “new way” and continue to live only by the Law, they will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  And then, for those who do choose to live according to the “new way” will enter the kingdom of heaven.  However, if they fail to still follow the Law, they will be considered less in the kingdom of heaven.  I also noticed in from verse 20 that the word “righteous” was used, which was also used in verse 45.  What does the speaker mean by this term, and is it of some significance?  I then observe that the remainder of this text offers illustrations as to what the speaker means by living according to the Law and according to the “new way.”  This would be considered a logical break in the scripture, taking us from a general statement to a specific statement.  It is confusing, but it is like it is contrasting comparisons.  Here are the six specific ones mentioned in the passage:

· Do not murder – Do not be angry

· Do not commit adultery – Do not look at a woman lustfully

· Give wife a certificate of divorce – Divorces cause adultery

· Keep oaths – Do not swear at all

· Eye for eye, tooth for tooth – Do not resist an evil person

· Lover your neighbors and hate your enemies – Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

Several questions are stirred up from these contrasting of comparisons.  One, I am still wondering if the audience is all men because talks about divorces his wife and looking at woman lustfully, both acts of men.  Is the audience really all men?  Then I am forced to ask which category each of these actions fall under.  If anyone were to break any of these are they automatically, will they still be allowed to enter the kingdom of heaven?  And if they do, will they be called less?  Is the very last verse, verse 48, the solution to all this?

Sentence Level


The very first marking of this passage is a quotation mark; therefore, I observe that someone is speaking the words of this specific scripture.  As I read on I realized that it is a lecture, but to who?  The word of the passage is you, but who is the audience hearing this lecture?  Is it one individual or is it a mass of people?  The speaker concludes this thought by saying, “You have heard it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”  I notice the fact that is says that they have heard and it was said to love your enemies and hate your neighbors.  Both of these verbs are in past tense.  So, when did they hear this, and how?  Also, when was it even said, and who said this?  I noticed that, in the NLT, it was written as, “The law of Moses says,” so I must ask if this is really where it is from.  Following the quotation, I saw that my Bible directed me to Leviticus 19:18.  Do both of the passages mean the exact same thing?  I also make the connection that here is a contrast between neighbors and enemies?  What do these two terms mean?  Can your neighbor be your enemy?  Is this just a figure of speech?  The next word automatically shows us that the speaker is taking us in a whole other direction.  When he says “but,” I knew a contrasting idea was soon to follow, and it did.  He says, “But I tell you.”  This is the first time the speaker refers to himself, but does not give us his or her name.  Therefore, I still have no idea who is actually speaking?  Who is this person, and why are they talking?  He also refers to the audience as you again, still leaving me hanging on who they are as well.  Then the contrast to the first quote is introduced saying, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Why is there a change in what the people are suppose to do?  There the word “love” shows up again.  I understand that there are different meanings of love in the Bible, so are these first two uses of the word the same?  “Enemy” is also mentioned again.  What or who is your enemy?  We still need to love our neighbors too though, right?  Do you love your enemy the same way you love your neighbor?  In the NKJV, it follows up loving your enemy with, “Bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you.”  Is this the how you you’re your neighbor?  And then it says to pray for those who persecute you.  How do you do that?  What does “pray” even mean?  I perceive there is a comparison between loving and prayer, as well as, between enemies and those who persecute you.  Did the speaker intend for this comparison?  In what ways are these terms alike?  The entire statement made, is somewhat said like a conditional clause.  So, if you do you love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, what is in it for you?  The answer is given in the following verse.  It states that if you should so do the previous so “that you may be sons of your Father in Heaven.”  Is this all you have to do in order to be a son of the Father?  And do you have to do this in order to be a son of the Father?  According to the NASB you sure because that is exactly how it states the verse, “in order that.”  But then the NLT states it yet a different way saying, “You will be acting as true children of your Father in Heaven.”  There is a big difference in actually being a son of your Father in Heaven and acting as one, so which did the speaker intend as the meaning?  Then, I observe the word sons, a completely male term which is also plural.  So, I now know that the audience is a mass of people, but is it really made up of all men?  What does it mean to be sons of the Father in Heaven?  Also, is there significance in the use of the term “Father in Heaven?”  How is this different than just saying God?  The speaker then reveals to us to acts our Father in Heaven does for the two different people.  It states that he “sends causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”  Is this a comparison to loving your neighbors and your enemies?  Is sun and rain a good thing for the people of the first century?  He uses the terms good, evil, righteous, and unrighteous.  Therefore, I observe a comparison with neighbor, good, and righteous, and with enemy, evil, and unrighteous.  Is the audience supposed to cause the sun to shine and rain to fall on their enemies?  The speaker then rattles off four consecutive rhetorical questions: “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?”  “Are not even the tax collectors doing that?”  “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than other?”  “Do no even pagans do that?”  Does the audience really know the answer to these questions?  One would assume, since the speaker does not go on to provide an answer.  So, what is the point of these rhetorical questions?  I identify a contrast for what the people are doing, and what they ought to be doing.  So, if they are to love those who do not love them, a previous question is brought back up?  How do you do this?  And if you are to greet those who are not your brothers, what does this look like?  The NLT asks it by first stating, “If you kind only to friends,” so this is some assistance in answering that question.  And in two of the questions, the people called tax collectors are brought up.  Once it is specifically stated, and once they are referred to as pagans, but the NKJV has it as tax collectors.  Who are these people?  Why are they viewed as pagans?  How did the people of this culture act towards those who were considered their brothers and those considered pagans?  I distinguish a comparison with the acts of God towards the good and evil, and the reverse actions of the rhetorical questions.  This specific passage is then concluded with an imperative command: “Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”  What is the meaning of this word perfect?  Once again, Father in Heaven is mentioned again, only Heavenly Father, so I must ask what significance there is in the name.  And the command itself seems to be quite overwhelming.  In my understanding of my Heavenly Father, I have come to believe that he is completely, 100% perfect.  A.W. Tozer said that in God’s perfection, not only could he not be less, but he could not even be greater.  That is how perfect He is.  So, is the command even possible?  Is the speaker even being completely serious about this?  

Interpretive Question

· Your question – How does Matthew 5:43-48 serve as the climax of 5:17-42 and how does this climax assist me to understand the discussion of love and prayer in 5:43-48 and the ultimate call to “perfect?”
Word Studies – Matthew 5:43-48

Love (v.) – 5:44

· αγαπαώ – agapao
· Definition
· to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly
· to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing
· To have a deep, tender, ineffable feeling of affection and solicitude toward
· To treat respectfully, be pleased with, welcome
· Immediate Context
· Is Jesus telling the audience that they need to be involved in a romantic relationship with their enemies?
· Is Jesus commanding for the audience to be completely happy with their enemies?
· Is Jesus telling the audience to respect their enemies and welcome them into their presence?
· Book of Matthew
· This word for “love” appears seven times in the book of Matthew
· In 5:43,44,46, 19:19, and 22:37,39 the word is used as an action towards people
· 4 specifically refer to loving your neighbors
· 1 specifically refers to loving your enemies
· 1 specifically refers to loving the Lord
· In 6:24 is a bit different, in that, it is used as an action towards God or items (mammon)
· Other Books of the NT
· Including the occurrences in Matthew, this word for “love” appears 147 times
· Typically used to refer an action towards either the Lord or “neighbors”
· Nearly every case in NT is to speak of God’s relationship with us
· Often used to point out misdirected love to the wrong ends instead of God
· Final Answer
· I chose this word because it is one of two commands that are connected to be considered a son of the Father in Heaven.  Jesus says to not only love your neighbors, but also to love you enemies.  In this case, love is a verb!  However, I do not think Jesus is speaking of a romantic love.  I do not even believe he is necessarily saying you have to be happy with or like your enemies.  In this case, to love is to accept, to respect, and to welcome your enemies just ask Christ has done for each of us.
· Resources
· Blue Letter Bible
· NIV Theological Dictionary of NT Words
· Dictionary.com
Pray (v.) – 5:44

· προσεύχομαι – proseuchomai
· Definition
· to offer prayers, to pray
· to make a request in humble manner
· to entreat
· dialogue with Jesus
· intercession for others
· Immediate Context
· Is Jesus telling the audience to beg for something for those who persecute them?
· Is Jesus commanding the audience to intercede on behalf of those who persecute them?
· Is Jesus just simply telling the audience to pray for these people, just as they would their friends and family?
· Book of Matthew
· This word for “pray” appears in the Matthew 17 times
· In every instance it is an action of praying to the Father
· Of the 17 occurrence, only 3 are on behalf of someone else (5:44, 6:9, and19:13)
· 15 of the occurrences are prayer for self
· In Jesus’ example of prayer, the only thing is says about those who persecute you is to pray for a forgiving spirit
· Other Books of the NT
· Appears 90 times in the NT counting the occurrences in Matthew
·  Most of the time, in the Gospels, it is concerning Jesus praying
· High concentration on praying alone in Mark and Matthew, but in Luke and Acts it is people praying together
· Always in conversation with God
· Mark refers to Jesus’ example of forgiveness in 11:25
· Final Answer
· I chose to research the word “pray” because it is the second of the two commands that are connected with being sons of the Father in Heaven, so it must be pretty important.  I feel, however, that my question is not what does this mean by pray, but how are we to pray.  In every instance that this word for “pray” occurs in the NT, it is talking about direct communication with the Heavenly Father.  I can understand that.  But what did Jesus mean when he says to pray for those who persecute you.  What better source is there than the man who said it himself.  In Jesus’ example, later in Matthew and also in Mark, the only thing he mentions about praying for those who persecute you is about forgiveness.  And it is a two-way forgiveness.  To pray, therefore, is to ask God for forgiveness and to ask him to help in our forgiveness of others.
· Resources
· Blue Letter Bible
· NIV Theological Dictionary of NT Words
· Just (n.) – 5:45

· δικαιος – dikaios
· Definition
· Observing divine laws
· Those who seem to themselves to be righteous
· Innocent, faultless, guiltless
· Acting or being in conformity with what is morally upright or good
· Upright who trust in God and keep his law, as distinct from sinners
· Immediate Context
· Is Jesus saying that the just are those who keep the Law?
· Is Jesus referring to those who have high morals?
· Is Jesus contrasting the just and the unjust?
· Book of Matthew
· The word used for “just” appears 16 times through Matthew
· Like it is in 5:45 (NIV), it is often translated as “righteous”
· Most of the time it is used along with men
· Refers to Jesus as a just person on several occasions
· Other Books of the NT
· Including the appearances in Matthew, this word appears 81 times in the NT
· Makes a contrast between those who are righteous and sinners
· Has to do with obedience to God
· Several occurrences referring to the need for sinners to repent, but  not the just
· Compared to the will of the Father
· Those who do the law are just, not those who only hear it
· Several occurrences of becoming righteous, like a process
· Final Answer
· As I mentioned earlier, in the NIV this word is actually translated as righteous.  I chose to study this word because he appears several times in the paragraph level of this passage.  With it appearing 16 times just in Matthew, and a total of 81 times in the NT, this is obviously an important term.   Used in this context, it is being contrasted to the unjust, unrighteous, and sinners.  In many of the verses that it is used in it is compared to being obedient to God and doing His will.  Therefore, I believe it is simply referring to those who do what is right considering to God’s standards and trusted in Him.
· Resources
· Blue Letter Bible
· NIV Theological Dictionary of NT Words
· Webster’s Dictionary
Perfect (adj.) – 5:48

· τέλειος - teleios
· Definition
· Brought to its end, finished
· Being entirely without fault or defect
· Mature, adult

· Wholly in accord with God’s will

· Immediate Context

· Appears twice, once as a role of people and once as a role of God

· Is it saying that they need to act as adults and mature like God?

· Is Jesus saying that they need to do everything as God commands for it to be done?

· Is it saying that God is at His end, finished, and the people need to be finished as well?

· Is it saying that the people need to be flawless in everyone, just like God?

· Book of Matthew

· This word appears only one other time other than the two in 5:48

· In 19:21, Jesus tells a rich man that if he wants to be perfect he must give up all his possessions and follow Him.

· Other Books of the NT

· Refers to the will of God as being perfect

· Occurs in 1 Corinthians 13, the love chapter, and again concerning love

· Several occurrences of no longer being children, but being men

· Many references that are contrasted with being finished and complete

· Difference between good and perfect

· Final Answer

· I chose to do a word study on “perfect” because this is the punch line of the entire passage, the concluding thought.  By observing all its appearances in the NT, I notice a couple things.  One, it is used a lot in contrasting children and men.  Secondly, it is used, in many cases, to stand for complete or finished.  Therefore, in this case, when Jesus says to be perfect as their Father in Heaven is, he is telling them that their needs to be a maturing, a growth in who they are.  And that growth should not stop at incompleteness, but should be finished.  So, what is finished perfection?  Being just like God…perfect!

· Resources

· Blue Letter Bible

· NIV Theological Dictionary of NT Words

· Webster’s Dictionary

Social and Historical Context – Matthew 5:43-48

Neighbor/Enemy


I chose to research neighbor and enemy because when Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy,’” I had several questions concerning this statement.  When was this said and by who?  Whoa re your neighbors and who are your enemies?  Why are you to hate you enemies?  Then, why is there a change in thought and now Jesus says to love your enemies?  The information I found on my research helped to solve each question.  I begin by noting that Jesus is quoting Leviticus 19:18.  It says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  I found that there are two similar, yet slightly differing, views on the meaning of neighbor.  One states that it is a parallel expression to “sons of your own people,” which, to Jews, meant other Jews.  However, the other view explains it as meaning “those near” and then it was the Israelites who did not extend it beyond the people of Israel.  In either case, it was very important for the people of Israel to carry this law out, to prevent moral disintegration and possibly punishment.  So, neighbors are considered to be Jews, but in Leviticus 19:18 there is no mentioning of hating your enemies.  Why did Jesus say that it was said?  “According to this false understanding, ‘neighbor’ is limited to ‘fellow Israelites’ and hatred of non-Israelites is the inescapable deduction from the Gentiles being omitted in Leviticus 19:18.”  The Israelites automatically assumed that if it was only stated that they had to love their neighbors, then it was okay for them to hate their enemies.  So, they did great job at doing both.  However, this was not the intention of the statement.  This behavior continued from the days of Moses to the present time that Jesus is speaking.  “Christ’s concept of ‘neighbor’ embraces all men, thus the responsibility to love is much more rigorous than the Pharisees were willing to admit.”  Therefore, when Jesus says to love your enemies it is as if he is saying that they should not even have any opponents, but should consider everyone their neighbor.

Resources

· Dictionary of Biblical Theology
· Word Pictures in the New Testament
· Wycliffe Bible Dictionary
· Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible – Volume 4 M-P
Law in New Testament


There is no mention of the Law in this passage, however, all though it there are quotes from books of the Pentateuch.  The Pentateuch signifies the Law, which was given to Moses by God.  The Law was commandments given to tell what should be done and what people should not do.  Basically, it said what was right and wrong.  In the book of Matthew, Jesus is speaking to an audience that is very concerned with following the Law.  However, these people were not following it as it was intended to be.  “God’s law is to make man resemble God himself.  The Law of love leaves no room for enemies.  A Christian has no enemies; for by loving and praying for them he makes them friends.”

Resources

· Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels – Volume 2 Labour-Zion

· The IVP Dictionary of the New Testament

· Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible – Volume 3 H-L

Tax Collector


In the immediate passage being observed, the term “tax collector” is compared to sever other terms, including enemies, unrighteous, and pagans.  Observing this, I asked why they were categorized with such negative words.  Well, I cam to find that these people were hated by the Jews for a couple of reasons.  Once reason was because “tax collectors were…instruments through which the subjection of the Jews to the Roman emperor was perpetuated.”  This was tough for the Israelites to swallow, being under the Romans, because they were very proud of their heritage.  The second reason is because when imposing taxes “they often overcharged people and pocketed the surplus.”  It was for this reason that they were classified with robbers.  But even worse, they were bracketed with sinners all throughout the New Testament.
Resources
· Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible – Volume 5 Q-Z

· Zondervan’s Understand the Bible Reference Series – New International Bible Dictionary

Commentaries – Matthew 5:43-48

Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew – Craig S. Keener


Keener begins discussing this passage by pointing out first the fact that Jesus is not introducing anything new, but that his remarks are already included in the Law.  All people should practice good deeds towards other, whether friends or enemies.  From here he goes on to discuss the fact the Jesus is addressing all kinds of enemies.  By this, he means that people have personal enemies, such as an individual that has wronged them, and what he calls “corporate” enemies, which would be how the Gentiles are enemies of the Israelites.  Keener then brings up a concept that I had not seen before, and that is the idea that Jesus provides a positive and negative case to make his point.  The first was the fact that God shows grace and kindness to everyone.  He then states the Jesus gives an example that is completely opposite of God, those who most immoral.  Even these people showed love to people.  Keener, then, answers a question that I wondered about.  In the Old Testament, we often hear people praying to God to destroy their enemies, and in this passage he says to pray for those who persecute.  Is that prayer like that of the Old Testament.  Keener says no, and that is really all he says about that.  He then concludes his commentaries on this passage with the topic of perfection.  He gives two meanings that verse 48 implies.  To be perfect, in one sense, is living to please God in every area of your life.  The second is “that God becomes the standard of comparison suggests that this is exhortation, setting a goal, not assuming a state a state to which the hearers have already come.”  He then ends the section where he began it, first saying that becoming perfect like God is not an easy task, but then repeats that these are not new commandments.


Craig S. Keener’s commentary on Matthew 5:43-48 gets a thumb down from me.  For one, he does not offer that much information.  I feel his material was rather surface.  However, the main reason I would not recommend this commentary is because of his use of the Qumran.  He references it all throughout.  Maybe I am just ignorant and should know what that is, but I am not familiar with it.  Keener’s commentary does have some positives though.  He provides some valuable information that I am able to use in my interpretation of this text.

The Gospel According to Matthew – Leon Morris


I have to admit, I like it when people given me the answer at first, and then expound on their discussion.  Knowing this, I knew this was going to be a good commentary for me because of he first sentence; “This section is of fundamental importance for an understanding of the Christian ideal of love.”  He then explains that the people should not just love as their community does, but as God does, and that is loving all people.  Morris moves on and talks about the Israelites hatred of people.  He then quotes Hendriksen about just how much hatred there was among the Israelites.  Morris points out an interesting fact that I had not noted.  At first, it is a singular, enemy, but then it is loving your enemies, plural.  Morris explains that fact the loving your enemies, and not enemy, shows that it is all-inclusive.  And it does not just stop at loving, but prayer as well.  Morris’ interpretation is that Jesus’ followers are to pray for even the people that are harming them.  The next issue that Morris faces is the giving of gifts from God.  His gift giving is “non-discriminatory.”  He obviously blesses those who are faithful to him and his commands, but he does not just stop there.  God also gives good things to the people who are against him.  Who is more against God than the tax collectors?  From what I have come to understand, the Jews did not believe many were, and they thought they would be the last people to love.  Yet, Jesus says that even these people love those who show love to them, proving that the love the Israelites are showing is no big deal.  Morris makes sense of these comparisons by remarking that it is not enough for believers to do the same as unbelievers.  They are to always do more.  They are called to be different.  Finally, Morris makes two comments about verse 48.  He first points out that it is a command.  But it is also more than that.  He sees it as a promise as well.  “Jesus puts his command in such a way that disciples may look for divine help as they press toward God’s goal for them.  And there goal was to be like God, which means believers will have something to shoot for.


As I mentioned at first, this commentary was very good, and I would definitely recommend it for the use of others.  Morris’ concepts are easy to grasp and he presents them very nicely, making it easy to understand.  He goes in depth with each topic of the passage, covering just about every question I had asked.  I would definitely look for his material for future studies.

Interpretation: Matthew – Douglas R. A. Hare


This commentary begins by stating that this passage is the climax of Matthew 5:17-48, which just so happens to be what my question is.  I love when this happens.  And then he makes the statement that is exactly what I have been thinking the passage is saying, remarking that it is enough that Jesus has just told them to not do things such as get angry or to lust, but then he says to love the very people that harm you.  Hare then raises three questions that he feels are essential to understanding this passage.  What kind of enemy did Jesus have in mind?  What did he mean by love?  And, what is the theological grounding for this command that so cuts against the grain of normal human emotions?  He also brings up the idea of the enemies as not being only personal or only national, but both should be loved.  He then goes on to back up my one of my word studies, in saying, that to love your enemy is not a feeling, but it is to act in a positive way.  He then discusses the meaning of prayer for those who persecute you.  He remarks, “Prayer for enemies involves a serious attempt to see them from God’s point of view.”  He takes it in the direction of loving the sinner, but hating the sin.  Hare then clarifies that we are not love our enemies just so that they will be our friends.  Jesus does not even want us to love our enemies just because it is the will of God.  Jesus wants us to do it because it is the nature of God.  God loves both the good and the evil.  And if we do as God does, we will be called son of the Heavenly Father.  “To become a son or daughter of God, then, is to participate in the divine nature by reflecting God’s unconditional love for all made in God’s image.”  Hare also makes a great observation that this points back to 5:9, when it says the peacemakers shall be called children of God.  Hare then takes up the topic covered in verse 48, the ideal of being perfect. It explains this command as an “invitation to participate in God’s perfection by imitating the divine behavior.”  He references it back to Leviticus 19:2, where it says, “Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.”  To sum it all up, Hare declares, “We are to communicate the reality of God to the world by reflecting God’s all-inclusive love.”


I give Douglas R. A. Hare two thumbs up for his work in interpreting Matthew 5:43-48.  For one, he remarked on ideas that I had thought of, so I have to believe that he is a genius.  Secondly, he writes with passion.  I can sense his excitement about God’s Word in his writing.  Lastly, he goes in depth with his work, referring it to other sections of the Bible.  I will be sure to recommend the Interpretation series by Douglas R. A. Hare if the opportunity ever arises. 

Other Biblical Witnesses – Matthew 5:43-48

There are several authors and books that discuss the very topic discussed in this specific passage.  However, in my studying I have repeatedly been referred to two men, Luke and Paul.  Therefore, these are the two that I will look more deeply into in my journey of interpreting this passage.

Luke 6:27-36
· The section of scripture is much like the section that I am interpreting.  However, he goes into much more detail with exactly how to love your enemies.  His suggestions are:
· Doing good to those who hate you
· Blessing those who curse you
· Turning your cheek
· Let them have you tunic as well
· Give to everyone who asks
· Do to others as you would have them do to you
· Lend without expecting repayment
· Luke’s conclusion differs as well.  He concludes saying that if you do the above, “then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
Romans 12:14-21

· I appreciate Paul teaching on the topic of loving your enemies because if anyone knows about God’s love for everyone, it is him.  Behind his words are the love, grace, and kindness that the Lord showed him on the trail the day he was converted from an unbeliever to a believer.  
· Paul does not directly refer to passage in the way that Luke does.  There seems to be two overriding themes that he highlights:
· Be willing to associate with people of low position
· Do not be conceited or proud
· Paul does any excellent job at showing that the unrighteous are still in the wrong and will be punished.  However, it is God that is in control of that.  As for us, we are to do our best to live in peace with everyone.
· Paul’s concluding thought: “Do no be overcome by evil, but over evil with good.”
Old Testament

· Love for you enemies is not only a theme in the New Testament.  There are many instances in which Old Testament characters realize the need for the love of everyone.  Here are few:

· Exodus 23:4-5 – Moses instructs to return any enemy’s lost ox or ass and even to help his enemy with his beast of burden

· I Samuel 24:17-19 – Saul said David was more righteous than himself since David repaid good for his enemy’s evil

· Job 31:28-29 – Job stated he would be denying God if he rejoiced at the defeat of his enemy

· Proverbs 25:21-22 – The righteous man’s duty is to feed his enemy if they are hungry and give their enemies water to drink if they are thirsty

Resource

· Wycliffe Bible Dictionary
Final Summary and Interpretive Conclusions – Matthew 5:43-48


I asked the question, “How does 5:43-48 serve as the climax of 5:17-42 and how does this climax assist me to understand the discussion of love and prayer in 5:43-48?”  Therefore, I will begin at the beginning, verse 17, and work my way up to the climax, 43-48.  Jesus is speaking to a crowd of devout Jews, people who desire to please God.  In order to please God, they strictly follow the Law that was given to there people during the time of Moses.  Referring to this very law, Jesus says to them, “I have not come to abolish [the Law or the Prophets] but to fulfill them.”  He then backs up that statement by explaining that if anyone were to break the Law in any way, they would be considered the least in the kingdom of heaven.  However, whoever abides by the Law and practices the commands of the Law will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  By saying these things, Jesus is showing that he is in full support of the Law and holds it with high esteem.  He desires for the people to continue to follow the commands of the Law.  But then, he makes another comment that shakes the crowd up a bit.  Jesus states, “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  I thought the Pharisees were the “Godliest” amongst the Jews.  Actually, the Pharisees were known for only be concerned with their outward appearance, and not what was actually important, their hearts.  This is mentioned in 1 Samuel 16:7 when the Lord says to Samuel, “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  Therefore, Jesus is saying to the audience that unless they become concerned with what God is concerned with, they will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  


There is then a logical break in the passage, between verse 20 and 21.  Verses 17-20 is a general statement concerning the peoples need to not only follow the Law, but to take it step further.  And so verses 21-48 are specific statements that explain some possibilities in how to do so.  Jesus does this by repeating two phrases: “You have heard that it was said” and “But it tell you.”  The latter of the two is concerning the Law as the Israelites have always viewed it, but the former is Jesus showing the audience the ways in which they have stopped short, and must step it up in order for their righteousness to surpass that of the Pharisees.  So, he begins to illustrate what he is trying to convey.  He says to them, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.”  At this point, I hear gasps and frenzy stir in the audience.  People are asking how is it even possible to never get angry with someone, and how is that anywhere close murdering someone.  But then as Jesus explains that one must go and be reconciled to their brother before offering their gift at the altar, there is a calming in the crowd as they realize that it is possible for them to be reconciled to their brother, so they can carry that out.  However, Jesus then drops another bomb on them.  He says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  Once again, the crowd is shaken up by this statement.  How can it be that they be compared to someone who sleeps with a woman outside of marriage?  But then, again, as Jesus explains that it is better for one to get rid of a part of them that sins than for there body to go into hell, they crowd calms as they realize the truth and that statement.  They accept the statement and declare in the hearts, that they will not look at a woman lustfully.  But Jesus has yet another declaration for them.  He says, “It has been said that anyone divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.  But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”  For a third time the crowd begins to mingle among themselves, bewildered by what Jesus is saying.  How could they live with a woman who is not good for them?  What if she does not feed me well?  What if she is no worth to me?  But as they realize that it would cause one of their kind to sin, they accept the command and become silent again.  And Jesus does this two more times, with the same effect.  But in the end there is an acceptance of Jesus’ teachings again, and the crowd continues to listen to what Jesus is saying. 


And this brings us to 5:43-48.  It opens with Jesus, yet again, making the same type of statement.  He says, “You have hear that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemies.’  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”  The crowd had been going into frenzy after hearing Jesus’ commands, but after this one they were in an uproar.  They could not believe there ears.  What Jesus was referring to when he said that they had heard that it was said is Leviticus 19:18.  In that passage it states, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  The Israelites, from the time this command was given to Moses to the present day of Jesus’ teachings, never carried this out as it was intended.  For them, they took the term “neighbor” literally, and only loved there fellow Jews.  This meant that they came to hate anyone who was not a Jew.  That is why Jesus quoted it as “love your neighbor and hate your enemy” even though it did not say the former.  The Jews hated the Gentiles and any other non-Israelite in every meaning of the word possible.  They despised them.  It is for this reason, that Matthew 5:43-48 is the climax of 5:17-42.  The Israelites could deal with all the other illustrations Jesus presented.  They were still difficult for the Jews to fully grasp, but they were willing to try.  But this?!  What Jesus just commanded them to do was too much.  They were not about to love any non-Israelite, and especially not pray for them.  But Jesus is not done with this point yet.  He first points out a positive example of loving your enemies.  This positive example is God, and how He gives good things to both the good and the evil, and blesses both the righteous and unrighteous.  But then, he gives a negative example.  The negative example includes the Israelites themselves and one of the enemies they hate most, tax collectors.  Jesus compares the two, presenting that both love those who love them and greet their brothers.  So, Jesus ask a set of rhetorical questions that forces the Israelites to compare themselves to the tax collectors, sinners, the unrighteous, pagans.  The last thing an Israelite wants to hear is that they are like one of their “enemies” in any way.  So, I believe it is at this point that the Jews in the crowd begin to listen to Jesus to hear what he has to say.  It is then that Jesus reaches, even, the climax of the climax.  He says to them, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  Yes Jesus, but you said that in order to be a son of the Father in heaven, we must love their neighbors and pray for those who persecute them.  What does that look like?  And to be perfect like God is?  Is that even possible?  The word love is the same as when it was used to love your neighbor.  Therefore, Jesus is telling them to love their “enemies” as they did their neighbors.  For they are no longer there enemies, but if they desire to be perfect as God is, they will consider them friend.  They will respect them, honor their presence, and greet them as a brother.  But how do you pray?  Jesus gives us the perfect example as he prays: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”  I observe two things about prayer in the Lord’s example.  One, it is directly solely to God.  In every aspect of the prayer there is complete reliance on the Father in heaven: for food, for forgiveness, for deliverance.  So, I believe that prayer for those who persecute you is directed towards the heavenly Father, asking for his help to show love to all.  And then there is the second aspect.  Jesus specifically mentions those who have done wrong against them, which is a whole lot like an enemy.  However, they are not just praying for these people, but praying for forgiving these individuals.  Jesus concludes this thought by stating, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, our Father will not forgive your sins.”  God is perfect, so he will be responsible for the judgment of people.  As for the Israelites, in their pursuit to be perfect as God is perfect, their job is to love and pray.  This is a whole new concept for them, but when Jesus said, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect,” he was not only saying it as a command, but also as a promise.  There goal is to be like their heavenly Father.  As unattainable as it may seem, he promises them that he will be there to offer them his divine help, for it is in his very nature.  All they have to do is love and pray!
Application – Matthew 5:43-48

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?  Do not even the pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Question


“How does 5:43-48 serve as the climax of 5:17-42 and how does this climax assist me to understand the discussion of love and prayer in 5:43-48?”

Summary

There are things in our lives that we either are not willing to let go of or do not think it is possible to let go of.  However, through love God has saved us, and through prayer he can change us!

Principles of the Text

· Murder is a sin, but, in the same way, so is being angry with someone.  Before any worship to the Lord can be wholly pleasing to Him, there must be reconciliation between those who are angry with one another

· Committing adultery is sin, but, in the same way, so is looking lustfully as woman because it is committing adultery with her in your heart.  Therefore, get rid of what it is that is causing you to stumble in this way

· Divorce is wrong, unless it is because of marital unfaithfulness.  The woman becomes an adulteress, as well as, the man who marries her.  Therefore, three have sinned when it could be none

· Do not swear at all.  If you live an honest and truthful life, you will not have to worry about swearing on the promises you have made.  Just be holy.

· Be a caring and generous person.  If you have what others do not, be willing to give it up.  Do not ignore those in need

· Love the people that you cannot stand and pray for the very people that have caused you pain


For the Israelites, hatred of their enemies had become so much a part of them that they could not even grasp letting that go and becoming everything that God wanted them to be.  For one, they really did not want to change.  They enjoyed being the Israelites and not allowing anyone else enter the family.  And secondly, they did not know how.  Like everything they did according to the Law, they relied on their on actions to accomplish what they thought pleased the Lord.  And for those who were never willing to change or continued to rely on themselves and what they thought was right, the Word says they did not enter the kingdom of Heaven.  So, I ask, what is it in your life that is keeping you from surpassing the righteousness of the Pharisees?  What is it in your life that is no different from those who do not know Christ?  Maybe for some of you it is the very problem that the Israelites struggled most with, loving that person that has harmed you and forgiving them.  Maybe a lady a few pews up has said something that has hurt you feelings and you just forgive her.  Can I tell you that God has already forgiven both of you and he desires more than anything for you to love one another.  Or men, maybe you are struggling with something else.  You are not cheating on your wife with another woman, but every night you sit in front of a computer screen and give a piece of your heart to a naked woman who you do not even know.  I know you do not want to.  No one desires to sin.  But what are you going to do about it?  The Word says to gouge out your eye if it causes you to sin.  Maybe you should get rid of the internet, or only watch television when you wife is beside you.  And then there are others of you out there.  There are probably a few couples right now considering a divorce.  Would you reconsider on behalf of each individual involved?  Or maybe one of you for some reason just cannot tell the truth.  You have tried and tried, but you continue to be a liar.  Whatever it is that you are struggling with, and you sitting there thinking, “There is no way I will ever master this,” can I just tell you that you are wrong.  Jesus desires for us to be like him, in every way possible.  He has made it our goal to be perfect, but we must look to him.  For it was he who said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  Jesus was fully man, and he came to the earth and lived a perfect life.  Therefore, it is possible for us to do the same, starting now.  I promise you, though, you cannot do it by yourself.  Give it to God, and he will help along this journey to perfection!
