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IBS Major Structural Relationships and Sample Questions

Quick Reference Guide
Relationships of Logic
The questions assigned with the structures are generic in nature and should not be copied.  These are sample, “generic” questions of the sort you can ask, guided by the structures.  As patterns they are helpful, but also boring. They will come to life if you pour into these patterns the specific content of any particular book or passage you are working with.  For example, instead of simply asking after studying Psalm 1, “What is involved in this contrast?” ask, “What is involved in the psalmist’s contrast between the righteous, their character and fate, on the one hand, and the wicked on the other?”  Instead of simply asking, “What is the meaning of the main elements in this contrast?” ask, “What is the meaning of the major elements in the psalmist's contrasting picture of the righteous and the wicked?”  If you are precise in the questions you ask, you will then have specific questions to answer as part of your interpretation.  Remember, these questions are input into the interpretation process.  Keep the big picture in mind of how all the parts function as a whole! 

1. RECURRENCE  

The repetition of the same or similar terms, phrases, or other elements.  

Questions:  What is the meaning of this recurring element (specify what recurs)?   How do the individual occurrences relate to and illumine one another? Why this recurrence?  Implications/Significance?

2. CONTRAST
The association of things whose differences are stressed by the writer.  
Key terms: But, however.  

Questions:  What major differences are emphasized by the writer? What is the precise and specific meaning of each of these differences? Why did the writer stress these differences, and why did he deal with them as he did?  Implications/Significance?

3. COMPARISON
Association of things whose similarities (likenesses) are stressed by the writer. 
Key terms: Like, as.  

Questions: What are the major points of similarity here?  What is the precise and specific meaning of each?  Why did the writer stress these similarities, and why did he deal with them as he did?   Implications/Significance?

4. CLIMAX
Movement from lesser to greater, toward a high point of culmination and intensity.

Questions:  How does this passage reach its climax?  How does this climactic development illumine the climactic passage, and how does it and the material leading to the climactic passage?  Why did the writer include this climax?  Implications/Significance?

5. Pivot (or Cruciality) 
The device of the pivot to produce a radical reversal or complete change or direction. 
Questions: What is the meaning of the pivotal passage, and how specifically and precisely does the pivotal passage produce this radical change of direction?  How does this cruciality illumine the material on both sides of the pivot?  Why did the writer include this cruciality?  Implications/Significance?

6. PARTICULARIZATION
The movement from the general to the particular.
Questions: What is the meaning of this general statement? How is this general statement particularized in the material that follows?  How do the particu1ars illumine the general statement?  Why did the writer include this movement from general to particular?  Implications/Significance?

7. GENERALIZATION
The movement from particular to general.   

Questions: What is the meaning of the particular statement?  How is the particular statement generalized in the material that follows? How does the general statement illumine the particulars? Why did the writer include this movement from particular to general?  Implications/Significance?

8. CAUSATION
The movement from cause to effect.  
Key terms: Therefore, consequently.

Questions: How does this cause produce this effect? What are the major elements involved in this movement from cause to effect, and what is the meaning of each?  Why did the writer include this causation?  Implications/Significance?

9. SUBSTANTIATION
The movement from effect to cause. 
Key terms: For, because, since.  

Questions: How does the substantiatory passage cause (i.e., support, or give reasons for) the preceding passage? What are the major elements involved in this movement from effect to cause, and what is the meaning of each? Why did the writer include this substantiation?  Implications/Significance?

10. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  (or Instrumentation) 
The movement from means to end; a statement that declares the end, or purpose, and the means whereby the end is achieved.  
Key terms: In order that, so that. 
Questions:  What is the meaning of the purpose statement itself? How does this purpose statement illumine the means?  How does it illumine the end?  How does the means cause/produce the end? Why did the writer include this purpose statement?  Implications/Significance?

11. INTRODUCTION
The background or setting for events or ideas.  

Questions: What is the meaning of this background material?  How does it prepare for what follows? Why did the writer prepare for what follows in this way? Implications/Significance?

12. SUMMARIZATION
An abridgment (summing up) either preceding or following a unit of material.  (Sometimes very similar to a general statement, but contains more specifics than a general statement.)  

Questions: How does this passage summarize the material that precedes (or follows)?  How does the preceding material illumine this summarization?  Why did the writer include this summarization?  Implications/Significance?

13. Problem-Solution or Question-Answer
A problem or question, followed by its solution or answer.
Questions re. problem/solution variety: What is the meaning of the problem presented here?  How is this problem solved?  What are the major elements involved in the movement from problem to solution, and what is the meaning of each?   Why did the writer include this interrogation? Implications/Significance? 

Relationships of Form 

These are usually employed in conjunction with a primary relationship in order to strengthen that primary relationship.  Notice how the secondary relationships involve the “form” of the material.  Think of it as “how” the writer chooses to present it rather than “what” the writer presents.  More of a physical description of how the material is put together than the logical thought flow which is inherent with the primary structures above.

1. INTERCHANGE
The exchanging or alternation of blocks of material (a-b-a-b). 

Questions, e.g., Contrast by Interchange: What are the major differences presented here, and what is the meaning of each? How does this interchange strengthen this contrast, and how does it illumine the major differences?  Why did the writer emphasize these differences?  Why did he thus support or strengthen the contrast by this use of interchange? Implications/Significance?

2. INCLUSIO
The repetition of the same word(s) or phrase at the beginning and end of a unit, thus producing a bracket effect. 

Questions, e.g.. Comparison by Inclusio: What are the major similarities presented here. and what is the meaning of each? How does this inclusio strengthen this comparison, and how does it illumine the major points of similarity? Why did the writer emphasize these similarities? Why did he thus support or strengthen the comparison by this use of inclusio? Implications/Significance?

3. CHIASM
The repetition of elements in inverted order (a-b-[c]-b'a').  

Questions, e.g., Contrast by Chiasm: What are the major differences presented here and what is the meaning of each? How does this chiasm strengthen this contrast, and how does it illumine the major differences?   Why did the writer emphasize these differences?  Why did he thus support or strengthen the contrast by this use of chiasm? Implications/Significance?

4. INTERCALATION
The insertion of one literary unit in the midst of another literary unit.   

Questions, e.g., Comparison by Intercalation: What are the major similarities presented here, and what is the meaning of each? How does this intercalation strengthen this comparison, and how does it illumine the major points of similarity?  Why did the writer emphasize these similarities?  Why did he thus support or strengthen the comparison by using intercalation?  Implications/Significance?
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